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customs, recreation, exercise, the Japanese people
still remain their national characteristics and one
cannot but admire the women of Japan, although the
nation as a whole is the most westernized in Asia,
They have succeeded in maintaining and preserving
the respect, which the men have shown them for
centuries. There is no conflict or antipathy and
no bitterness or struggle and both men and women
strive for the attainment of their own ideals without
any discontent. They will never be a source of
danger or disturbance in the equilibrium of social
relations upon which the true foundation of family
and national life in Japan rests today, unless the
Western conception of Feminism encroaches upon the
peaceful and placid atmosphere of Japanese home-
life. Yet the Japanese women are no more the
objects of romance " under cherry blossoms, in long
sleeved kimonos " to quote the Baroness, who is a
militant feminist imbued with ultra-American ideas;
"nor are they now the puppet-like creatures once
versed in tea ceremony and flower arrangement.
Too true. I have visited many Japanese homes,
"modern and conservative, in Tokyo and in the
countryside.
About occupation look at the facts. Eighty-
five per cent, of women in Japan between fifteen
and fifty-nine are engaged in some kind of work,
but not in competition with men, for 1,300,000
work in agriculture, including sericulture and they